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The reader is truly placed in the moment and given a chance to explore the air from the safety of their
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other time spent.
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Tortured German fighter ace Lt. Siegfried Krämer has a terrible secret which could ruin him: he prefers men.
Hurried, loveless encounters have armed him with a sardonic wit and a bleak outlook, and he faces a life in
which his only companion is his dog, Eike.

The young and talented Lt. Valentine Westbrook should be considered an ace, but most of his victories are
unconfirmed, and now that his squadron is relegated to bombing missions the chances of him ever reaching
the magic number are dwindling. When he encounters an equally-skilled enemy pilot during a terrible storm,
Valentine is unable to resist the hunt.

Both men soon abandon all common sense and - with a protracted dogfight at their backs - crash-land in the
midst of the German Empire’s last great offensive push. Injured, stranded, and with no idea which side of the
Line they are on, they must work together if they are to survive. One of them will become the other’s
prisoner just as soon as they figure out where they are, but until then they are stuck with no food and no
shelter in storms which don’t seem ready to end. But worse still, their mutual respect blossoms into
something dangerously intimate, and their lives are about to become forever intertwined...
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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
IN MY PERSONAL TOP-5-BEST-OF-ALL-TIME M/M ROMANCES... I LOVE THIS BOOK!
By Cara Likes To Read
I finished this a few days ago, and I haven't been able to stop thinking about it. Honestly, at the rate I read,
there are some books that I read-enjoy-forget, but this is not one of them. Where to start?

The beginning: I borrowed it up because 1) I love m/m romance, 2) I've enjoyed the other Amelia Faulkner
books I've read, and 3) the beautiful cover. And then it sat in my kindle queue with no real urgency for a
bit... I had no idea what was in store for me. The truth is that the first few chapters could have taken me out. I
enjoyed them, but they were so heavy on authentic period terminology that it was a bit distracting from the
actual story. But I'm SO GLAD I carried on.



Val and Siegried are so written as characters. For such a short story, I totally had a sense of who they were
from the beginning, and the author stayed true to each man's voice and personality through the entire thing.

And then there's love story. THE LOVE STORY. I think another reviewer said it was "haunting", and yes, I
am haunted by it. It kept me reading until I finished the whole thing in one sitting, even though I should have
only had enough time to read a chapter. (Oh well, so I got a little behind on my own work that day. Three
cheers for being self employed!) Through Adversity has stayed in my thoughts... one of those stories that I
can't say "I wish it hadn't ended" - -because it ended well and the story was complete - - but I wish I could
re-read a hundred times with fresh eyes, just to experience it anew again.

I loved it. LOVED it. Are you getting that? :-D I do like my m/m on the steamy side, and the last sex scene
was literally one of the hottest and heart-stutteringly-sweetest I've read. But the whole thing was just
beautiful. The falling in love, the loving, the happily ever after... they were perfect in every way. Believable
and just... I need more adjectives. I love this book. I LOVE THIS BOOK.

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Through the Enchanted Forest
By Bo
This is a wonderfully paced, beautifully detailed, tear-jerking story set in WWI of a German and an English
fighter pilot who chase each other through the skies, crash land near each other, help each other with injuries
and try to find their way to civilization through a thick forest which turns out to be the vehicle of their
eventual enchantment.

This love story will arch your eyebrow here and there as 25-year-old Siegfried and 19-year-old Valentine
(Val) come to terms with their attitudes to the Great War, themselves, and each other. But it is so sweet, so
revealing, and so hopeful that you come away completely convinced that this could have been true, and if it
wasn't, it may not have been far off the mark for one pair of enemies who meet and fall in love.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Both officers were passionate about their homelands, flying, and love.
By QUEERcentric Books
Reviewed by Christina for QUEERcentric Books

Through Adversity by Amelia Faulkner was a nice break from my normal reads.

Through Adversity takes place during WWI. It’s the spring of 1918, the last year of the war. Lt. Valentine
Westbrook is a 19-year-old British pilot in the newly formed Royal Air Force and hasn’t determined his
sexuality.

Lt. Seigfried Kramer is a certified ace German fighter pilot. Kramer has known he preferred the company of
men for a very long time, yet could never act on it. Kramer had decided he’d lead a very lonely life with the
occasional fling.

The issue? During this time in history, being homosexual was illegal; knowing this sent constant nervous
shivers down my spine.

These two pilots find themselves in a dogfight high above the clouds. This is their second run in with each
other. Through an ironic turn of events they find they can’t shoot the other out of the sky.

They both end up crashing. Lt. Westbrook makes it out of his plane, grabs his first aid kit and goes in search



of the German plane he saw go down. He finds Kramer sitting by his plane, with a laceration on his leg.
Being a gentleman, Westbrook bandages up Kramer.

From here they must decide how to proceed. Where are they? Who is whose prisoner? While these things are
being discussed, which is quite the comic relief for the situation, Kramer must fight his instant attraction to
Westbrook.

I absolutely adored the conversation between these two. Westbrook is Irish and uses phrases common to him,
while Kramer only knows proper English and needs clarification.

On the first night they are together, Kramer decides to tell Westbrook about his preference for men. Kramer
says he would understand if Westbrook wanted to shoot him. At first I just laughed, I didn’t take him
seriously, but when I got to thinking, I realized he probably would have actually thought Westbrook would
want to shoot him. This made me sad, then angry.

Westbrook didn’t shoot him, but was curious; he had questions. They had an enlightened conversation the
next day that led to a very active night.

So, here are two officers during WWI. One knowing what he wants but can’t have. The other finally
discovering what’s been missing in his life, but coming to the harsh reality that he too can’t have it. What
gets me the most is almost 100 years later, there are people who still live in this fear. Now it’s legal almost
everywhere, yet still people live in fear of their lives and of being outcast from society.

Once they figure out which side of the line they are on, and who is the prisoner; they must come up with a
plan. I think this is where my heart really starting to pound. Amelia Faulkner did a lovely job of keeping me
engaged, even with one officer back in the sky and one grounded as a prisoner of war.

Through Adversity brought so many emotions, above all it was passionate. Both officers were passionate
about their homelands, flying, and love.

I really enjoyed Through Adversity.

See all 15 customer reviews...
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