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11 of 12 people found the following review helpful.
Lengthy and uneven history of the subject. 2nd part better.
By Robert E. Duchesneau
This book is divided into two sections, "Before Sarajevo" and "After Sarajevo". I recommend that the reader
skip directly to "After Sarajevo". In the first section, the author assumes that the reader is already familiar
with the details of every international crisis 1870-1914. Therefore, he omits to describe them! The same goes
for the kaleidoscope of political personalities. Instead, he plods on with an analysis of each event's place in
the larger picture, without enlightening his readers as to what the event was. Even key figures receive
minimal mention. In the "After Sarajevo" volume, the pace and description pick up considerably. The
Serbian plot against the Archduke is described in detail. The author is careful to illustrate that the Germans
were far from solely to blame for the War. In fact, their attempts to restrain Austria are contrasted with the
French encouragement of Russia. This book appeared in the early 1930's, and it was time for a realistic
assessment of the causes of the War. If only the author gave the earlier causes the same treatment he gives
the later ones.
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Lengthy and uneven history of the subject. 2nd part better.
By A Customer
This book is divided into two sections, "Before Sarajevo" and "After Sarajevo". I recommend that the reader
skip directly to "After Sarajevo". In the first section, the author assumes that the reader is already familiar
with the details of every international crisis 1870-1914. Therefore, he omits to describe them! The same goes
for the kaleidoscope of political personalities. Instead, he plods on with an analysis of each event's place in
the larger picture, without enlightening his readers as to what the event was. Even key figures receive
minimal mention. In the "After Sarajevo" volume, the pace and description pick up considerably. The
Serbian plot against the Archduke is described in detail. The author is careful to illustrate that the Germans
were far from solely to blame for the War. In fact, their attempts to restrain Austria are contrasted with the
French encouragement of Russia. This book appeared in the early 1930's, and it was time for a realistic
assessment of the causes of the War. If only the author gave the earlier causes the same treatment he gives
the later ones.



12 of 12 people found the following review helpful.
Superb, detailed analysis.
By Stephen Dodson
Sidney Fay's book, originally published in 1928, is as pertinent and useful today as it was then. He describes
in detail the actions and personalities of the major figures of the day, with frequent quotes from biographies,
reports, and above all the huge collections of documents published after the armistice, all of which he seems
to have read and absorbed. Anyone trying to understand how the war came about would do much better to
work through Fay than to depend on one of the easy-reading journalistic summaries that have come out
recently.
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