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Y our perception of this book The Crossover By Kwame Alexander will lead you to acquire exactly what
you specifically require. As one of the impressive books, this book will certainly offer the visibility of this
leaded The Crossover By Kwame Alexander to gather. Even it is juts soft documents; it can be your
collective datain gizmo and also other device. The crucial isthat use this soft file publication The Crossover
By Kwame Alexander to read and take the advantages. It is what we mean as book The Crossover By
Kwame Alexander will boost your thoughts and mind. After that, checking out book will certainly
additionally improve your life quality much better by taking excellent action in well balanced.

From School Library Journal

Gr 6-10—Twins Josh and Jordan are junior high basketball stars, thanksin large part to the coaching of their
dad, aformer professional baller who was forced to quit playing for health reasons, and the firm, but loving
support of their assistant-principal mom. Josh, better known as Filthy McNasty, earned his nickname for his
enviable skills on the court: "...when Filthy gets hot/He has a SLAMMERIFIC SHOT." In this novel in
verse, the brothers begin moving apart from each other for the first time. Jordan starts dating the
"pulchritudinous’ Miss Sweet Tea, and Josh has a tough time keeping his jealousy and feelings of
abandonment in control. Alexander's poems vary from the pulsing, aggressive beats of a basketball game
("My shotisFL OW I N G, Flying, fluttering.... ringaling and SWINGALING/Swish. Game/over") to the
more introspective musings of a child struggling into adolescence (" Sit beside JB at dinner. He moves./Tell
him a joke. He doesn't even smile....Say I'm sorry/but he won't listen"). Despite his immaturity, Josh is a
likable, funny, and authentic character. Underscoring the sports and the fraternal tension is a portrait of a
family that truly loves and supports one another. Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates with energy and
heart and begs to be read aloud. A slam dunk.—Kiera Parrott, School Library Journal.

From Booklist

The Bell twins are stars on the basketball court and comradesin life. While there are some differences—Josh
shaves his head and Jordan loves his locks—both twins adhere to the Bell basketball rules: In this game of
life, your family isthe court, and the ball is your heart. With aformer professional basketball player dad and
an assistant principal mom, there is an intensely strong home front supporting sports and education in equal
measures. When life intervenes in the form of a hot new girl, the balance shifts and growing apart proves
painful. An accomplished author and poet, Alexander eloquently mashes up concrete poetry, hip-hop, alove
of jazz, and a thriving family bond. The effect is poetry in motion. It is a rare verse novel that is
fundamentally poetic rather than using this writing trend as a device. There is also a quirky vocabulary
element that adds a fun intellectual note to the narrative. This may be just the right book for those hard-to-
match youth who live for sports or music or both. Grades 6-12. --Gail Bush

Review
2015 Newbery Meda Winner
2015 Coretta Scott King Honor Award Winner



* "This novel in verseisrich in character and relationships. . . . Poet Alexander deftly reveals the power of
the format to pack an emotional punch."
—Kirkus, starred review

* "Alexander fully captures Josh's athletic finesse and coming-of-age angst in a mix of free verse and hip-
hop poetry that will have broad appeal. . . . Thiswill inspire budding players and poets alike."
—Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, starred review

* "The poems dodge and weave with the speed of a point guard driving for the basket, mixing basketball
action with vocabulary-themed poems, newspaper clippings, and Josh's sincere first-person accounts that
swing from moments of swagger-worth triumph to profound pain."

—Publishers Weekly, starred review

* "Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates with energy and heat and begs to be read aloud. A slam dunk."
—School Library Journal, starred review

"Concrete poems that simulate on-court action, the novel's organization into "four quarters' (plus "warm-up"
and "overtime") and a smattering of their father's 10 rules of basketball--as applicable to life as they are to
the game--will draw in less avid readers, and the fully-fleshed characters and Josh's spellbinding wordplay
will keep all readersriveted to find out if the brothers can mend the breach in their once iron-clad bond"
—Shelf Awareness

" An accomplished author and poet, Alexander eloguently mashes up concrete poetry, hip-hop, alove of jazz,
and athriving family bond. The effect is poetry in motion."
—Booklist

"The Crossover is destined to reach—and touch—readers who never gave basketball or poetry a second
thought until now. It's tough, muscular writing about atender, unguarded heart."
—BookPage

"[Alexander]'s at the top of his poetic game in this taut, complex tale of the crossover from brash, vulnerable
boy to young adult."
—Washington Post

"Since poet Alexander has the swagger and cool confidence of a star player and the finesse of a perfectly in-
control ball-handler, wordplay and alliteration roll out like hip-hop lyrics, and the use of the concrete forms
and playful font changes keep things dynamic."

—Horn Book Magazine

"Kwame Alexander’ s sizzling, heartfelt story-in-verse gives readers that rich sense of SWISH! we feel when
a basketball drops perfectly through a net. Quick timing, snazzy cadence, a wealth of energy and deep
affection for sports, family and lifein general —it’s all here, in these gripping scenes.”

—Naomi Shihab Nye, National Book Award Finalist

“The characters of Kwame Alexander's verse-novel entered my heart, as it showed the many ways in which
the basketball, the truth, love, and life cross over and between us.”

—NMarilyn Nelson, Newbery Honor winning author

"The Crossover is a masterful mix of rhythm and heart that tells the story of two brothers navigating the



deep waters of love, loyalty, and championship play. Alexander’'s verse is fluid and electric, poignant and
wise, skillfully chronicling main character Josh’'s tough lessons as he comes to realize that “true champions/
learn / to dance/ through / the storm.”

—Joyce Sidman, Newbery Honor winning author

"Bold! Explosive! Yet still gently poetic. | love The Crossover. Everyone will."
—Nikki Giovanni

"Kwame Alexander's cadenced basketball novel is agem of poise and grace. His players come alive with the
precision and control of an orchestrated musical composition. The poetry of the telling rings through to the
heart. The Crossover crossesover asagift to all ages.”

—Ashley Bryan, Two-time Coretta Scott King Award winner
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Utilize the advanced technology that human creates today to discover the book The Crossover By Kwame
Alexander quickly. But first, we will ask you, just how much do you like to review a book The Crossover
By Kwame Alexander Does it constantly until coating? Wherefore does that book read? Well, if you actually
enjoy reading, try to check out the The Crossover By Kwame Alexander as one of your reading collection. If
you only reviewed guide based upon need at the time as well asincomplete, you have to attempt to such as
reading The Crossover By Kwame Alexander initially.

To get over the trouble, we now provide you the technology to purchase the publication The Crossover By
Kwame Alexander not in athick printed documents. Y eah, reading The Crossover By Kwame Alexander by
on the internet or obtaining the soft-file only to review can be one of the methods to do. Y ou could not feel
that reading a book The Crossover By Kwame Alexander will certainly serve for you. Y et, in some terms,
May individuals successful are those who have reading habit, included this sort of this The Crossover By
Kwame Alexander

By soft documents of the e-book The Crossover By Kwame Alexander to read, you could not require to
bring the thick prints everywhere you go. At any time you have going to check out The Crossover By
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Kwame Alexander in soft file system. So simple and also rapid! Reading the soft documents e-book The
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fact that you could read your e-book The Crossover By Kwame Alexander all over you readly want. This on-
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"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks. . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that
quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin
brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats,
too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood
from Kwame Alexander.

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules
comes at aterrible price, astheir story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family.
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enviable skills on the court: "...when Filthy gets hot/He has a SLAMMERIFIC SHOT." In this novel in
verse, the brothers begin moving apart from each other for the first time. Jordan starts dating the
"pulchritudinous’ Miss Sweet Tea, and Josh has a tough time keeping his jealousy and feelings of
abandonment in control. Alexander's poems vary from the pulsing, aggressive beats of a basketball game
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more introspective musings of a child struggling into adolescence (" Sit beside JB at dinner. He moves./Tell
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likable, funny, and authentic character. Underscoring the sports and the fraternal tension is a portrait of a
family that truly loves and supports one another. Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates with energy and
heart and begsto be read aloud. A slam dunk.—Kiera Parrott, School Library Journal.
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life, your family is the court, and the ball is your heart. With aformer professional basketball player dad and
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painful. An accomplished author and poet, Alexander eloquently mashes up concrete poetry, hip-hop, alove
of jazz, and a thriving family bond. The effect is poetry in motion. It is a rare verse novel that is
fundamentally poetic rather than using this writing trend as a device. There is also a quirky vocabulary
element that adds a fun intellectual note to the narrative. This may be just the right book for those hard-to-
match youth who live for sports or music or both. Grades 6-12. --Gail Bush
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* "The poems dodge and weave with the speed of a point guard driving for the basket, mixing basketball
action with vocabulary-themed poems, newspaper clippings, and Josh's sincere first-person accounts that
swing from moments of swagger-worth triumph to profound pain.”

—Publishers Weekly, starred review

* "Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates with energy and heat and begs to be read aloud. A slam dunk."
—School Library Journal, starred review

"Concrete poems that simulate on-court action, the novel's organization into "four quarters’ (plus "warm-up"
and "overtime") and a smattering of their father's 10 rules of basketball--as applicable to life as they are to
the game--will draw in less avid readers, and the fully-fleshed characters and Josh's spellbinding wordplay
will keep all readers riveted to find out if the brothers can mend the breach in their once iron-clad bond"
—Shelf Awareness

"An accomplished author and poet, Alexander eloquently mashes up concrete poetry, hip-hop, alove of jazz,
and athriving family bond. The effect is poetry in motion."
—Booklist

"The Crossover is destined to reach—and touch—readers who never gave basketball or poetry a second
thought until now. It's tough, muscular writing about atender, unguarded heart."
—BookPage



"[Alexander]'s at the top of his poetic game in this taut, complex tale of the crossover from brash, vulnerable
boy to young adult."
—Washington Post

"Since poet Alexander has the swagger and cool confidence of a star player and the finesse of a perfectly in-
control ball-handler, wordplay and alliteration roll out like hip-hop lyrics, and the use of the concrete forms
and playful font changes keep things dynamic."

—Horn Book Magazine

"Kwame Alexander’ s sizzling, heartfelt story-in-verse gives readers that rich sense of SWISH! we feel when
a basketball drops perfectly through a net. Quick timing, snazzy cadence, a wealth of energy and deep
affection for sports, family and lifein general —it’sall here, in these gripping scenes.”

—Naomi Shihab Nye, National Book Award Finalist

“The characters of Kwame Alexander's verse-novel entered my heart, as it showed the many ways in which
the basketball, the truth, love, and life cross over and between us.”
—Marilyn Nelson, Newbery Honor winning author

"The Crossover is a masterful mix of rhythm and heart that tells the story of two brothers navigating the
deep waters of love, loyalty, and championship play. Alexander’s verse is fluid and electric, poignant and
wise, skillfully chronicling main character Josh’s tough lessons as he comes to realize that “true champions/
learn / to dance/ through / the storm.”

—Joyce Sidman, Newbery Honor winning author

"Bold! Explosive! Yet still gently poetic. | love The Crossover. Everyone will."
—Nikki Giovanni

"Kwame Alexander's cadenced basketball novel is agem of poise and grace. His players come alive with the
precision and control of an orchestrated musical composition. The poetry of the telling rings through to the
heart. The Crossover crosses over asagift to all ages."

—Ashley Bryan, Two-time Coretta Scott King Award winner

Most helpful customer reviews

24 of 25 people found the following review helpful.

A terrific verse novel with awide range of apped

By Liviania

Kwame Alexander's newest novel, THE CROSSOVER, is a verse tour de force. It's told through poems by
the main character, Josh Bell a.k.a. Filthy McNasty. He and his twin brother Jordan (JB) are talented
basketball players, but jealousy threatens to split them apart when JB gets a girlfriend.

| love how many levels of story are woven into this novel.
THE CROSSOVER isthe kind of book | never would've picked up when | was younger because | didn't like
sports. There is the sports story promised by the cover, al leading up to a big championship game, but it is

far from the only plotline. Nor isit the most important plotline. That's reserved for al the family stuff.

There's the relationship between the brothers, at times super close and at other times strained. In fact, the first
real schism in the story iswhen JB accidentally forces Josh to get his head shaved. Before, Josh's locks were



his pride and separated him from his bald brother. Then, there is the relationship with the boys' parents,
especially their father, a former basketball player and the man who taught them the game. Their parents
worries are on the fringe of Josh's awareness, but most readers will be able to put the pieces together. And,
although sheisasmall part, the girl "Sweet Ted" is still shown to be a person, atalented basketball player in
her own right and pissed off by the physical signs of Josh'sjealousy, frustration, and confusion.

All of thisis conveyed so elegantly by the language.

Alexander's poetry flows easily and tells the story in short pieces, making THE CROSSOVER inviting to
reluctant and casual readers. At the same time, it's a sophisticated and rewarding form. For instance, the
poems recounting games use lots of clever formatting, including different font sizes and diagonal lines to
convey the intensity and movement of the action. They also use more rhymes than the other poems, like the
rhythm of a bouncing ball. Unfortunately, | did think the poem describing the championship game was out of
place. It was an abrupt switch in tone from the poems before and after it, even if it did match the other
basketball poems. There might've been stylistic switches between other poems, but rarely a tone switch. It
wasjarring, and right at the height of THE CROSSOV ER's effectiveness.

Going back to appealing to multiple types of readers, THE CROSSOVER is set in middle school and aimed
at younger readers. | felt that there wasn't much that separated it from a young adult novel, except periodic
references to the grade level or school assignments like THE GIVER. It particularly felt more young adult to
me when Jordan contemplated which college he wanted to go to to play ball. I'm sure middle school kids
daydream about a future in the NCAA, but this felt more immediate and serious. | gave some leeway since
Jordan was the son of a successful player and has a better chance of making it, but it still felt off to me. What
I'm getting at is | think high school students would really enjoy THE CROSSOVER too, but | can't see many
high school students picking up a book about a thirteen year old.

THE CROSSOVER thrilled me, and | can't wait to read it again and pick more closely through the details.

| rarely have time to do that with all the review books on my shelves, but hey, | can take it one poem at a
time. (Advantage of the form!) | also think I'll return to it because it is such a great family story. Oftentimes,
children's books dispatch with the parents in order to focus on the kids doing things they probably wouldn't
get away with if there were two loving, attentive parents in the picture. Josh's parents teach him, guide him,
and discipline him like real parents.

Look, no one has to convert me to novelsin verse. I've thought that they're the bees' knees since | first read
Sonya Sones. | think THE CROSSOVER has the power to convert new readers to the awesomeness that is
novelsin verse. It certainly convinced me of its own awesomeness.

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful.

Loved it!

By Heidi Grange

I've been putting off reading this book because it's a sports book, and | don't really enjoy most sports books.
Which isreally rather odd since | do enjoy watching them. But after reading this | can easily see why it has
received so much acclaim. It's a beautifully written, powerful story about family and change. | sat down to
read thisand | was immediately impressed with the verse. The language drew me in and made me care about
Josh and his family. The exciting poems that were about actually playing basketball were so well done that |
could see Josh on the floor making for the basket.

It always amazes me when an author creates a powerful story in verse, in so few words. The characters here



arevivid and clear, each one shines through as an individual, which is all the more interesting since the story
istold from Josh's point of view. The plot revolves around Josh's love of basketball, his father's refusal to see
adoctor, and his brother's gaining a girlfriend. Except for basketball, Josh's world is shaken to the core by his
father's ongoing refusal to address physical problems, and his brother's focus on his new girlfriend. His
frustration leads him to do something he greatly regrets. The climax was a shock although | should have seen
it coming, there were certainly enough clues. But when you don't want something to happen, it's easy not to
be prepared when it happens, even when it'sin astory.

I'd say thisis definitely one of the best books I've read in the last year and | highly recommend it.

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful.

The Poetry of Basketball

By Kevin Joseph

The Crossover is a fun read, employing a poetic, hip-hop writing style to convey the high-energy feel of
youth basketball from the perspective of twelve-year-old hoops prodigy, Josh Bell. Josh and his twin brother
JB, having grown up with a basketball in their hands thanks to a father who starred in the European league,
are not only their team's star players, but also best friends. At least until JB becomes smitten with new girl,
Alexis. Can Josh and JB's bond withstand the intrusion of Miss Sweet Tea and their father's deteriorating
health? And in the face of these challenges, can their team win the county championship? Grab this book and
find out!

See all 315 customer reviews...
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Due to the fact that e-book The Crossover By Kwame Alexander has fantastic advantages to review, many
people now increase to have reading practice. Supported by the established modern technology, nowadays, it
is uncomplicated to purchase guide The Crossover By Kwame Alexander Even the publication is not existed
yet in the marketplace, you to look for in this site. As exactly what you could find of this The Crossover By
Kwame Alexander It will really aleviate you to be the very first one reading this book The Crossover By
Kwame Alexander and also get the perks.

From School Library Journal

Gr 6-10—Twins Josh and Jordan are junior high basketball stars, thanks in large part to the coaching of their
dad, aformer professional baller who was forced to quit playing for health reasons, and the firm, but loving
support of their assistant-principal mom. Josh, better known as Filthy McNasty, earned his nickname for his
enviable skills on the court: "...when Filthy gets hot/He has a SLAMMERIFIC SHOT." In this novel in
verse, the brothers begin moving apart from each other for the first time. Jordan starts dating the
"pulchritudinous” Miss Sweet Tea, and Josh has a tough time keeping his jealousy and feelings of
abandonment in control. Alexander's poems vary from the pulsing, aggressive beats of a basketball game
("My shotisFL OW I N G, Flying, fluttering.... ringaling and SWINGALING/Swish. Game/over") to the
more introspective musings of a child struggling into adolescence (" Sit beside JB at dinner. He moves./Tell
him a joke. He doesn't even smile....Say I'm sorry/but he won't listen"). Despite his immaturity, Josh is a
likable, funny, and authentic character. Underscoring the sports and the fraternal tension is a portrait of a
family that truly loves and supports one another. Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates with energy and
heart and begs to be read aloud. A slam dunk.—Kiera Parrott, School Library Journal.
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The Bell twins are stars on the basketball court and comradesin life. While there are some differences—Josh
shaves his head and Jordan loves his locks—both twins adhere to the Bell basketball rules: In this game of
life, your family isthe court, and the ball is your heart. With aformer professional basketball player dad and
an assistant principal mom, there is an intensely strong home front supporting sports and education in equal
measures. When life intervenes in the form of a hot new girl, the balance shifts and growing apart proves
painful. An accomplished author and poet, Alexander eloquently mashes up concrete poetry, hip-hop, alove
of jazz, and a thriving family bond. The effect is poetry in motion. It is a rare verse novel that is
fundamentally poetic rather than using this writing trend as a device. There is also a quirky vocabulary
element that adds a fun intellectual note to the narrative. This may be just the right book for those hard-to-
match youth who live for sports or music or both. Grades 6-12. --Gail Bush
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2015 Newbery Meda Winner
2015 Coretta Scott King Honor Award Winner
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—Kirkus, starred review

* "Alexander fully captures Josh's athletic finesse and coming-of-age angst in a mix of free verse and hip-
hop poetry that will have broad appeal. . . . Thiswill inspire budding players and poets alike.”



—Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, starred review

* "The poems dodge and weave with the speed of a point guard driving for the basket, mixing basketball
action with vocabulary-themed poems, newspaper clippings, and Josh's sincere first-person accounts that
swing from moments of swagger-worth triumph to profound pain."

—Publishers Weekly, starred review

* "Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates with energy and heat and begs to be read aloud. A slam dunk."
—School Library Journal, starred review

"Concrete poems that simulate on-court action, the novel's organization into "four quarters’ (plus "warm-up"
and "overtime") and a smattering of their father's 10 rules of basketball--as applicable to life as they are to
the game--will draw in less avid readers, and the fully-fleshed characters and Josh's spellbinding wordplay
will keep all readersriveted to find out if the brothers can mend the breach in their once iron-clad bond"
—Shelf Awareness

"An accomplished author and poet, Alexander eloquently mashes up concrete poetry, hip-hop, alove of jazz,
and athriving family bond. The effect is poetry in motion."
—Booklist

"The Crossover is destined to reach—and touch—readers who never gave basketball or poetry a second
thought until now. It’ s tough, muscular writing about a tender, unguarded heart.”
—BookPage

"[Alexander]'s at the top of his poetic game in this taut, complex tale of the crossover from brash, vulnerable
boy to young adult."
—Washington Post

"Since poet Alexander has the swagger and cool confidence of a star player and the finesse of a perfectly in-
control ball-handler, wordplay and alliteration roll out like hip-hop lyrics, and the use of the concrete forms
and playful font changes keep things dynamic."

—Horn Book Magazine
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a basketball drops perfectly through a net. Quick timing, snazzy cadence, a wealth of energy and deep
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—Naomi Shihab Nye, National Book Award Finalist
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the basketball, the truth, love, and life cross over and between us.”
—Marilyn Nelson, Newbery Honor winning author

"The Crossover is a masterful mix of rhythm and heart that tells the story of two brothers navigating the
deep waters of love, loyalty, and championship play. Alexander’'s verse is fluid and electric, poignant and
wise, skillfully chronicling main character Josh’s tough lessons as he comes to realize that “true champions/
learn / to dance/ through / the storm.”

—Joyce Sidman, Newbery Honor winning author

"Bold! Explosive! Yet still gently poetic. | love The Crossover. Everyone will."



—Nikki Giovanni

"Kwame Alexander's cadenced basketball novel is agem of poise and grace. His players come alive with the
precision and control of an orchestrated musical composition. The poetry of the telling rings through to the
heart. The Crossover crosses over asagift to all ages."

—Ashley Bryan, Two-time Coretta Scott King Award winner
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