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Another excellent Akitada adventure

By UFO6

I.J. Parker's eighth Sugawara Akitada mystery "The Fires of the Gods" marks a return to the form that made
Parker's "Rashomon Gate," "Black Arrow," "lIsland of Exiles' and "Hell Screen” such stunning reads. Once
again | plunged into an immersive world of cinematic detail - an adventure as palpable as if | were standing
shoulder-to-shoulder with the principle characters, smelling the smoke, feeling the muggy summer heat, and
hearing the spatter of cloudburstsin dusty alleyways.

Parker weaves an excellent plot out of discrete, seemingly disconnected events - each an irresistible story in
itself, fraught with pal pable danger, political machinations, shadowy intrigue, and decided on issues of honor
and integrity rather than arbitrary chance - then draws them together in a heady, climactic whole. Her
thematic commentary on the evils of the Helan-era's feudal caste system is subtle, but all the more powerful
for that subtlety.

Just an excellent read that's got me looking forward to number nine (I got seriously behind in my reading
thanks to a busy schedule over the last year, but having a backlog of books to read has become a situation |
can be enthusiastic about.) If you love historical fiction and have only now discovered Parker's world, you've
just hit the jackpot.

See all 1 customer reviews...
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