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Why should soft data? As this Bombingham By Anthony Grooms, many individuals additionally will
certainly need to buy guide earlier. However, in some cases it's up until now way to obtain guide
Bombingham By Anthony Grooms, even in various other country or city. So, to ease you in finding the
books Bombingham By Anthony Grooms that will certainly support you, we help you by providing the
listings. It's not just the listing. We will provide the advised book Bombingham By Anthony Grooms link
that can be downloaded and install directly. So, it will certainly not need even more times and even days to
pose it and also other publications.

From Publishers Weekly
At the center of Grooms's riveting first novel is Walter Burke, a black American soldier in Vietnam who is
attempting to compose a letter to the parents of one of his fallen comrades. The bulk of the novel occurs in
flashback , focusing on Walter's turbulent adolescence in Tittusville, the Birmingham suburb where he lived
with his parents and younger sister, Josie. (The title refers to violence surrounding the civil rights
movement.) Walter's parents, who refuse to participate in boycotts and rallies, try to shield the children from
the turmoil stoked by redneck police commissioner (and rumored KKK grand dragon) Bull Connor. But
when their mother is diagnosed with brain cancer, things begin to fall apart. Choosing religion over
medicine, their mother deteriorates rapidly - both mentally and physically - and their exasperated father, a
teacher and staunch advocate of "thinking scientifically," begins a corresponding descent into alcoholism,
eventually leaving home to live in a motel. Encouraged by Walter's best friend, Lamar Burrell, and Lamar's
activist mother, Walter and Josie find themselves at the front lines of the struggle for civil rights, secretly
attending meetings, going to demonstrations led by Martin Luther King Jr., and ultimately facing police dogs
and fire hoses. Whether describing the daily indignities of life under Jim Crow laws of the ignorance and
brutality of the men who enforce them, Grooms writes with grace and clarity, never resorting to
sentimentality or gratuitous button-pushing. Though Walter contends that "the world is a tumultuous place
and every should in it suffers," Grooms confronts this suffering head-on, showing that hope and dignity
sometimes can be reclaimed in the process. This is a powerful, important debut. (Oct. 1).
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-Walter Burke, a foot soldier serving in Vietnam, is trying to write a letter to the family of
a friend who has been killed, but he can't find the right words. Memories triggered, he veers from the horrors
of the present to those of his past as a black child in Alabama at the dawn of the civil rights movement. All
mental paths lead to an examination of violence (sometimes graphically portrayed). Though the narrative
returns to Vietnam periodically, this is chiefly the story of a period in Walter's childhood in Birmingham,
whose black residents have dubbed "Bombingham" in recognition of the KKK's preferred method of attack
there. Walter may be seeing an epic struggle, but he is young and his view is artless: he simply notes that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. "spoke encouragingly" to the crowd; and when he sees Dr. Abernathy arrested, he is
most troubled by the lack of respect shown the man. His worldview is dominated by his family life; that, too,
is in crisis, and his best friend leads him into every sort of trouble, including dangerous encounters with



police at demonstrations. Some readers will be frustrated by the novel's slow accretion of detail and
meandering plot, but those who can adjust to the pace of the protagonist's thoughtful inner life will come to
know and like him, and have a vivid and memorable experience of his world.
Christine C. Menefee, Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Poet and short-story writer Grooms (Trouble No More) has written a moving novel about the destruction of
hope. Narrator Walter recalls being swept up with his sister in the Civil Rights marches in Birmingham at a
time when their mother lay dying of cancer and their father drifted into alcoholism. As Walter awakened to
the hopes and dreams of freedom through the teachings of the Civil Rights leaders, his own ability to dream
and hope withered with the physical death of his mother and the spiritual death of his father. Walter looks
back on this period of his life from the midst of the carnage of the Vietnam War, in which he is both victim
and perpetrator. Although apparently callous to the deaths surrounding him, he is troubled by his lack of
emotions. Retracing his past offers no answers and no healing. Grooms provides a vivid picture of the heady
and confusing days of the fight for civil rights in Birmingham, the historical conditions of racism
accompanied by arbitrary death and violence, and a young boy spiritually wounded by social injustice,
violence, and the disintegration of his family. Highly recommended for all libraries.Rebecca Stuhr, Grinnell
Coll. Libs., IA
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Bombingham By Anthony Grooms. Eventually, you will certainly uncover a new experience and also
expertise by investing more money. Yet when? Do you assume that you require to obtain those all
requirements when having much cash? Why don't you attempt to get something straightforward at first?
That's something that will lead you to know more about the world, experience, some places, history, home
entertainment, and a lot more? It is your very own time to proceed reading habit. One of guides you can
enjoy now is Bombingham By Anthony Grooms here.
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In his barracks, Walter Burke is trying to write a letter to the parents of a fallen soldier, an Alabama man
who died in a muddy rice paddy. But all he can think of is his childhood friend Lamar, the friend with whom
he first experienced the fury of violence, on the streets of Birmingham, at the height of the Civil Rights
Movement. The juxtaposition is so powerful—between war-torn Vietnam and terror-filled
“Bombingham”—that he is drawn back to the summer that would see his transition from childish wonder at
the world to his certain knowledge of his place in it.

Walter and Lamar were always aware of the terms of segregation—the horrendous rules and stifling reality.
Their paper route never took them to the white areas of town. But that year, everything exploded. And so did
Walter’s family. As the great movement swelled around them, the Burkes faced tremendous obstacles of
their own. From a tortured past lingered questions of faith, and a terrible family crisis found its climax as the
city did the same. In the streets of Birmingham, ordinary citizens risked their lives to change America. And
for Walter, the war was just beginning.
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From Publishers Weekly
At the center of Grooms's riveting first novel is Walter Burke, a black American soldier in Vietnam who is
attempting to compose a letter to the parents of one of his fallen comrades. The bulk of the novel occurs in
flashback , focusing on Walter's turbulent adolescence in Tittusville, the Birmingham suburb where he lived
with his parents and younger sister, Josie. (The title refers to violence surrounding the civil rights
movement.) Walter's parents, who refuse to participate in boycotts and rallies, try to shield the children from
the turmoil stoked by redneck police commissioner (and rumored KKK grand dragon) Bull Connor. But
when their mother is diagnosed with brain cancer, things begin to fall apart. Choosing religion over
medicine, their mother deteriorates rapidly - both mentally and physically - and their exasperated father, a
teacher and staunch advocate of "thinking scientifically," begins a corresponding descent into alcoholism,
eventually leaving home to live in a motel. Encouraged by Walter's best friend, Lamar Burrell, and Lamar's
activist mother, Walter and Josie find themselves at the front lines of the struggle for civil rights, secretly
attending meetings, going to demonstrations led by Martin Luther King Jr., and ultimately facing police dogs
and fire hoses. Whether describing the daily indignities of life under Jim Crow laws of the ignorance and
brutality of the men who enforce them, Grooms writes with grace and clarity, never resorting to
sentimentality or gratuitous button-pushing. Though Walter contends that "the world is a tumultuous place
and every should in it suffers," Grooms confronts this suffering head-on, showing that hope and dignity
sometimes can be reclaimed in the process. This is a powerful, important debut. (Oct. 1).
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From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-Walter Burke, a foot soldier serving in Vietnam, is trying to write a letter to the family of
a friend who has been killed, but he can't find the right words. Memories triggered, he veers from the horrors
of the present to those of his past as a black child in Alabama at the dawn of the civil rights movement. All
mental paths lead to an examination of violence (sometimes graphically portrayed). Though the narrative
returns to Vietnam periodically, this is chiefly the story of a period in Walter's childhood in Birmingham,
whose black residents have dubbed "Bombingham" in recognition of the KKK's preferred method of attack
there. Walter may be seeing an epic struggle, but he is young and his view is artless: he simply notes that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. "spoke encouragingly" to the crowd; and when he sees Dr. Abernathy arrested, he is
most troubled by the lack of respect shown the man. His worldview is dominated by his family life; that, too,
is in crisis, and his best friend leads him into every sort of trouble, including dangerous encounters with
police at demonstrations. Some readers will be frustrated by the novel's slow accretion of detail and
meandering plot, but those who can adjust to the pace of the protagonist's thoughtful inner life will come to
know and like him, and have a vivid and memorable experience of his world.
Christine C. Menefee, Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Poet and short-story writer Grooms (Trouble No More) has written a moving novel about the destruction of
hope. Narrator Walter recalls being swept up with his sister in the Civil Rights marches in Birmingham at a
time when their mother lay dying of cancer and their father drifted into alcoholism. As Walter awakened to
the hopes and dreams of freedom through the teachings of the Civil Rights leaders, his own ability to dream
and hope withered with the physical death of his mother and the spiritual death of his father. Walter looks
back on this period of his life from the midst of the carnage of the Vietnam War, in which he is both victim
and perpetrator. Although apparently callous to the deaths surrounding him, he is troubled by his lack of
emotions. Retracing his past offers no answers and no healing. Grooms provides a vivid picture of the heady
and confusing days of the fight for civil rights in Birmingham, the historical conditions of racism
accompanied by arbitrary death and violence, and a young boy spiritually wounded by social injustice,
violence, and the disintegration of his family. Highly recommended for all libraries.Rebecca Stuhr, Grinnell
Coll. Libs., IA
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Most helpful customer reviews

10 of 11 people found the following review helpful.
Pleasantly surprised!
By Bliss
I wasn't quite sure what to expect. Honestly, Bombingham was a book club selection for me, so I had no
choice in reading it! Initially I thought I would have a difficult time getting into the Vietnam sub-plot
narrated by a male protagonist, but once I got started, I couldn't stop! It offered a viewpint often overlooked
in media; the fact that the same black men who were sent to fight in Vietnam were coming from the ugly
heart of Jim Crow, segregation, and an America bent on oppression. How difficult (impossible) it must have
been to fight for a country that didn't fight for you...
I loved the depth of the characters, especially the family dynamics. For every action there is a catalyst, and
the reader was presented with the opportunity to see the story from all perspectives.
Wonderful book!

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful.



Where Were You When They Bombed the Children?
By Dera R Williams
How many of us remember the burning of homes and black businesses and the bombing of a church where
four little girls were sitting in Sunday School? In Anthony Grooms' touching, poignant novel, Bombingham,
you will travel back in time and be reminded, if you are old enough, and introduced if you were not, to that
turbulent time of unrest in U.S. history. Bombingham became synonymous for Birmingham, Alabama
because of the bombings of Negro homes and businesses was such common occurrences.
Fast forward to the Viet Nam War where Walter Burke finds himself with the dreaded task of writing to the
parents of one of his fallen war comrades. How do you write a letter to the parents of a dead soldier?
Haywood was a country boy from rural Alabama and was in awe of the fact that Walter was from
Birmingham, the big city, where the civil rights struggle was prominent. Walter attempts to write this letter
to make Haywood's parents understand why he was unable to discuss that dark, ominous period over several
months that changed his life forever.
The story is told in first person from Walter as an eleven year-old boy from a solid middle class family in
Birmingham. His father is a high school science teacher and mother a secretary for a wealthy black
businessman. They were the kind of family we see on a funeral home fan; handsome father, pretty mother,
young well-groomed boy and little sister with perfectly braided hair. They don't raise their voices, are nice
people and a credit to the Negro race. But the pretty picture is shattered within a few months when a series of
tragic events occur, events that mark the end of Walter's childhood innocence and existence.
He and his best friend, Lamar, a boy from the projects, are a pair of kids who ride their bicycles and have a
paper route. Their dreams are to be astronauts; they cling to this hope though they realize that as Negroes, the
chances are near impossible. Nevertheless they pursue their endeavors by collecting and dissecting
specimens. Lamar is a daring kid and one day he talks Walter and his sister, Josie into trespassing in the
Whites only park where they are caught and severely reprimanded by a White man. Meanwhile the civil
rights movement has come to Birmingham full force and the children are pulled into it. Many of the Negro
adults are fearful of the movement, some because of the fear of losing their government and teaching
positions as well as domestic jobs, and many because they view the civil rights movement as something done
by those "troublemakers". Walter's parents fall into both categories as many Negroes do, who feared for their
lives standing up for basic human rights. Because many of the parents could not or would not join the
marches and sit-ins, the children did so, embracing the charge with enthusiasm and fervor.
When Walter's mother becomes seriously ill, the family falls apart leaving in its wake alcoholism, abuse, and
destroyed dreams that continued to haunt him as an adult. The notion that all blacks were for the movement
is dispelled as many of them were in a resigned state of hopelessness and belief that is was the Negroes' lot
to dare not hope for change. Poignant, compelling, moving, this story is however a testament to those brave
souls, including the children, who sacrificed and stepped up to the plate for righteousness only to have their
spirits and very lives snuffed out of them. This novel is a must read for those who have an interest in the civil
rights movement. Thank you, Mr. Grooms for sharing this heart warming story.
Dera Williams
APOOO BookClub

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful.
A Child's Perspective
By Michelle A. Jenkins
Walter Burke is a soldier in Vietnam and has just witnessed the death of his buddy Haywood. He's made a
promise to Haywood that if he died he would send a letter to his parents explaining the circumstances. In
contemplation of the letter Walter recounts his childhood in the sixties. He lived in the hotbed of the civil
right movement a neighborhood called Titusville near Birmingham, otherwise known as Bombingham.
Walter his family, sister Josie, mother Clara and father Carl are living a nice enough suburban life. His father
a teacher and "scientist" his mother a secretary. The family lives as normal a life as one can in this



segregated city and they steer clear of clear of "the agitators" and live their lives, working, going to school
and for Walter hanging out with his best friend Lamar. They are soon however pulled in to the movement by
an event that changes the family forever. As Walter watches his family break apart at the seams, he, Josie
and Lamar, all children are drawn into the movement because they "had to" be a part of it.
In Bombingham, Grooms tells an amazing story of the civil rights movement through the eyes of a child,
Walter. Bombingham is a story of loss, of faith and of fear and is gripping all the way through. Though
fictional, the child's perspective shines a new light on how the struggle for civil rights affected blacks at the
most intimate of levels, in their very homes, in their very families.

See all 16 customer reviews...
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From Publishers Weekly
At the center of Grooms's riveting first novel is Walter Burke, a black American soldier in Vietnam who is
attempting to compose a letter to the parents of one of his fallen comrades. The bulk of the novel occurs in
flashback , focusing on Walter's turbulent adolescence in Tittusville, the Birmingham suburb where he lived
with his parents and younger sister, Josie. (The title refers to violence surrounding the civil rights
movement.) Walter's parents, who refuse to participate in boycotts and rallies, try to shield the children from
the turmoil stoked by redneck police commissioner (and rumored KKK grand dragon) Bull Connor. But
when their mother is diagnosed with brain cancer, things begin to fall apart. Choosing religion over
medicine, their mother deteriorates rapidly - both mentally and physically - and their exasperated father, a
teacher and staunch advocate of "thinking scientifically," begins a corresponding descent into alcoholism,
eventually leaving home to live in a motel. Encouraged by Walter's best friend, Lamar Burrell, and Lamar's
activist mother, Walter and Josie find themselves at the front lines of the struggle for civil rights, secretly
attending meetings, going to demonstrations led by Martin Luther King Jr., and ultimately facing police dogs
and fire hoses. Whether describing the daily indignities of life under Jim Crow laws of the ignorance and
brutality of the men who enforce them, Grooms writes with grace and clarity, never resorting to
sentimentality or gratuitous button-pushing. Though Walter contends that "the world is a tumultuous place
and every should in it suffers," Grooms confronts this suffering head-on, showing that hope and dignity
sometimes can be reclaimed in the process. This is a powerful, important debut. (Oct. 1).
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-Walter Burke, a foot soldier serving in Vietnam, is trying to write a letter to the family of
a friend who has been killed, but he can't find the right words. Memories triggered, he veers from the horrors
of the present to those of his past as a black child in Alabama at the dawn of the civil rights movement. All
mental paths lead to an examination of violence (sometimes graphically portrayed). Though the narrative
returns to Vietnam periodically, this is chiefly the story of a period in Walter's childhood in Birmingham,
whose black residents have dubbed "Bombingham" in recognition of the KKK's preferred method of attack
there. Walter may be seeing an epic struggle, but he is young and his view is artless: he simply notes that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. "spoke encouragingly" to the crowd; and when he sees Dr. Abernathy arrested, he is
most troubled by the lack of respect shown the man. His worldview is dominated by his family life; that, too,
is in crisis, and his best friend leads him into every sort of trouble, including dangerous encounters with
police at demonstrations. Some readers will be frustrated by the novel's slow accretion of detail and
meandering plot, but those who can adjust to the pace of the protagonist's thoughtful inner life will come to
know and like him, and have a vivid and memorable experience of his world.
Christine C. Menefee, Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal



Poet and short-story writer Grooms (Trouble No More) has written a moving novel about the destruction of
hope. Narrator Walter recalls being swept up with his sister in the Civil Rights marches in Birmingham at a
time when their mother lay dying of cancer and their father drifted into alcoholism. As Walter awakened to
the hopes and dreams of freedom through the teachings of the Civil Rights leaders, his own ability to dream
and hope withered with the physical death of his mother and the spiritual death of his father. Walter looks
back on this period of his life from the midst of the carnage of the Vietnam War, in which he is both victim
and perpetrator. Although apparently callous to the deaths surrounding him, he is troubled by his lack of
emotions. Retracing his past offers no answers and no healing. Grooms provides a vivid picture of the heady
and confusing days of the fight for civil rights in Birmingham, the historical conditions of racism
accompanied by arbitrary death and violence, and a young boy spiritually wounded by social injustice,
violence, and the disintegration of his family. Highly recommended for all libraries.Rebecca Stuhr, Grinnell
Coll. Libs., IA
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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